UNIVERSITY 0f PENNSYLVANIA

LAl

o P

[rcime) LN )éh'f;n. %
e )

The University Archives
and Records Center

A Guidetothe
Dorothy Swaine Thomas Papers
1929-1977

1.0 Cubic feet

UPT 50 T455

Prepared by Amy Miller
September 2000



The University Archives and Records Center
3401 Market Street, Suite 210

Philadel phia, PA 19104-3358

215.898.7024

Fax: 215.573.2036
www.archives.upenn.edu

Mark Frazier Lloyd, Director



http://www.archives.upenn.edu

Dorothy Swaine Thomas Papers

UPT 50 T455
TABLE OF CONTENTS
O VAL = N A O SRR 1
ARRANGEMENT ..ottt ettt et e e et e e et e e s tee e anse e e asseeaasseeaasseessaeesseeesnneessnneenns 1
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE.....cieeiiiiecitiee et eiee e stes e stesssste s e sssesssssesssaessseessseessssesssssesssssessnssessnsees 1
SCOPE AND CONTENT .....eiiiiitiiteeeitteeesiteeateeessseeeatesesseeesssesessseessssesssssesssssessnssesssssnesnseesssseessns 2
CONTROLLED ACCESS HEADINGS ... oottt eiee e siee e stee s e sse s s s ssrae s ssae s ssaessnne e snneas 3
[NV ENTORY ...ttt ettt sttt s e st e e s e e e s e e e e asae e e ase e e ease e e ease e e easeeeanseeensaeeennneeanseeennns 4
] (O] AN s | A RS 4
CORRESPONDENCGE. ......cctttiitiieiieeeiiee et sieeesstee e stes e sse s e sssesssssasssssessnsesesnseessseessnsesssssensans 4
i Y 1 PSRRI 5

WRITINGS ... e bbbt n e e r e n e s nns 6



Dorothy Swaine Thomas Papers
UPT 50 T455

Guidetothe
Dorothy Swaine Thomas Papers
1929-1977

UPT 50 T455
1.0 Cubic feet

Prepared by Amy Miller
September 2000

Accessis granted in accordance with the Protocols for the University Archives and Records
Center.

PROVENANCE

Gift of Ann Miller, donated on 11 October 1995 (Accession Number 1995:65).

ARRANGEMENT

The papers of Dorothy Swaine Thomas, a professor of sociology at the Wharton School, are
organized in four series: biographical, correspondence, research, and writings. All series except
correspondence are arranged al phabetically by subject. The correspondence seriesis arranged first
chronologically and then alphabetically by subject.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Dorothy Swaine Thomas was born on 24 October 1899 in Baltimore, Maryland, the daughter of
John Knight and Sarah (Swaine) Thomas. She received her B. A. degree from Barnard College
in 1922 and aso earned a Ph. D. in 1924 from the University of London School of Economics
where she was arecipient of the Hutchinson Research Medal. Between the years of 1924 and 1948,
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she held research and/or academic appointments at the University of California at Berkeley, Yae
University, Columbia Teachers College, the Carnegie Corporation, the Social Science Research
Council, the Social Science Institute at the University of Stockholm, and the Federal Reserve Bank
in New York.

Dr. Thomas arrived on the faculty of the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvaniain 1948
as aresearch professor of sociology and incidentally was the first femal e professor in the Wharton
School. While at the University, she was a co-director of the Study of Population Redistribution
and Economic Growth from 1952 to 1959, research director of the Population Studies Center from
1959 to 1970, and co-director of Population Studies Center from 1964 to 1970. She also was
instrumental in devel oping the doctoral training program in demography. When sheretired in 1970,
the University gave her an honorary doctorate for her influential work in thefield of demography.

Even after her retirement, Dr. Thomas continued to teach for four years at Georgetown University.
She also served as a United Nations technical consultant at various times with the U.S. Bureau of
the Budget, U. S. Department of Agriculture, National Resources Committee, the U.S. Bureau of
the Census and other national state agencies.

Dr. Thomas was Councilor of the American Philosophical Society and president of both the
Population Association of America and the American Sociological Society. She was a former
director of the Social Science Research Council and afellow and vice-president of the American
Statistical Association. She was also the Chairman of the Committee on Internal Migration of the
International Union for the Scientific Study of Population.

Dr. Thomaswasaprolific writer, having authored or co-authored six booksand 71 scholarly articles
in the field of population statistics between 1922 and 1969. This includes the landmark three-
volume study that she co-authored with Simon Kuznets, Population Redistribution and Economic
Growth in the United States, 1870-1950.

Dr. Dorothy Thomas died on 1 May 1977 in Bethesda, Maryland. She was the widow of the late
William I. Thomas.

SCOPE AND CONTENT

The Dorothy Swaine Thomas Papers primarily document her professional career in the fields of
sociology and demography .
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The biographical series chronicles Dr. Thomas's many achievements and travels. Her renown as
an expert in her field is portrayed through the newspaper clippings and the curriculum vitae. The
correspondence series covers both professional and personal correspondence which provideinsight
into Dr. Thomas's multi-faceted career as professor, researcher, authority of sociology, and more.

The bulk of the collection is contained in the research series. This is divided into studies of
Norway, Population Redistribution and Economic Growth, and Swedish Migration. The Population
Redistribution and Economic Growth concerns the three-volume book written by Dr. Thomas
and Simon Kuznets. Most of the papers relating to Swedish Migration are tables of different
migratory patterns in selected areas of Sweden. Related material for both studies is found in the
correspondence series and newspaper clippings.

The articles and reprints in the writings series contain the results of some of Dr. Thomas's studies
of population aswell asareport on the Population Studies Center and an auto-biographical essay.

CONTROLLED ACCESSHEADINGS

Subject(s)

» Labor supply--United States.

» Migration, Internal--Sweden.

* Migration, Internal--United States.
» Sweden--Population.
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