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PROVENANCE

Transferred from Van Pelt Library by the University Archives in March 1963.

ARRANGEMENT

The Karl William Henry Scholz collection is organized into five series: Writings, Clippings and

invitations, Correspondence, 1937 - 1952, Printed Surveys, reports, and addresses, and Research

drafts and notes. His papers are arranged alphabetically within each series.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Karl William Henry Scholz, professor of economics at the Wharton School of the University

of Pennsylvania, was born on December 31, 1886 in Riesbrick, a small town in the Schleswig-

Holstein region of Germany. At the age of six, he emigrated to the United States, where he became

a naturalized citizen. Scholz attended Central High School, a preparatory school in Philadelphia,

before entering the University of Pennsylvania as a freshman in 1907. As an undergraduate, he

http://www.archives.upenn.edu/home/protocols.html
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was a four-year member of the Zelosophic Society, serving as its vice president in his senior

year. He was also President of the Deutscher Verein (German Society) for the final three years

of his undergraduate career. When Scholz graduated from the College in 1911 with a Bachelor of

Sciences degree, he was elected to Phi Beta Kappa.

From 1911 to 1914, Scholz taught German and mathematics at Bethlehem Preparatory School, in

Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. Scholz left secondary education in 1914 and returned to his alma mater

to study and to teach German. After earning his Master of Arts degree in 1915 and his Ph.D. in

German in 1918, he continued his duties as German instructor at the University.

In 1920, Scholz's teaching career took a dramatic change of course; he moved from the German

department to the Wharton School's Economics department, apparently without prior academic

experience in the field. He taught there first as an instructor until 1925, as an assistant professor of

economics until 1930, and then as a full professor until his retirement in 1957.

In addition to his teaching responsibilities, Scholz was an active researcher in international

economic problems. He traveled extensively in the late 1920s and 1930s, visiting Europe eight

times to study firsthand the economic and social conditions of various European countries. Scholz

was particularly interested in Russian economic life, engaging in an intensive study of the economic

conditions of Russia, touring Leningrad and Moscow as well as rural sections of the country. From

his visits to Russia, Scholz would later conclude in lectures and various publications that Russian

industry was developing rapidly but would continue to be hindered by weak agricultural conditions.

Scholz was actively involved in local Philadelphia affairs and served as a consultant to various

public and private agencies on topics such as housing, taxation, and economics in government. He

was a research associate for the Fels Institute of Local and State Government at the University of

Pennsylvania, and also served as the director of the Philadelphia Housing Association, chairman

of the Philadelphia Committee on Public Affairs, a member of the Pennsylvania Local Tax Study

Committee, and as vice chairman of the Independence Council.

Scholz co-authored several books in the field of economics, including Science and Practice of

Urban Land Valuation (1925) with W.W. Pollock, Rudiments of Business Finance (1926) with E.

S. Mead, and Economic Problems of Modern Life (1948) with S. H. Patterson. He also collaborated

on the Pennsylvania Assessors Handbook, published in 1941.

Following his 1957 retirement from Penn, Scholz began lecturing in economics at the Philadelphia

College of Pharmacy and Science, an activity he continued until his death. Scholz died at his house

in Media, Pennsylvania on May 9, 1962.
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SCOPE AND CONTENT

This collection documents the active public and professional life of one of Philadelphia's leading

economists. The bulk of the collection consists of Scholz's writings from 1930 until his death in

1962. These typed or printed writings reflect different stages in the publication process. Some are

early drafts of papers and chapters; others are published brochures and articles. These writings

paint a vivid picture of national, state, and local economic and financial concerns during the 1930s,

1940s, and 1950s. Issues addressed most prominently in Scholz's writings include real estate,

taxes, and postwar international relations, with a particular focus on the Russian economy. Several

writings in the collection focus on Russia's role in post-war international collaboration.

The remaining series in the collection offer only a fragmentary picture of Scholz's unpublished

work and research. The clippings and invitations series contains only 3 items: one invitation and

two newspaper clippings on personal finance. The correspondence and printed surveys, reports,

and addresses series are similarly sparse. The research drafts and notes series includes a substantial

number of Scholz's hand-written notes, the organization and content of which are not always

evident.

CONTROLLED ACCESS HEADINGS

Corporate Name(s)

• Wharton School.

Genre(s)

• Articles.
• Lectures.
• Manuscripts (for publication).

Geographic Name(s)
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• Soviet Union--Economic conditions--1918-

Occupation(s)

• Economists.

Subject(s)

• Economics.
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Karl William Henry Scholz Papers
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Access is granted in accordance with the Protocols for the University Archives and Records Center.

INVENTORY

 

WRITINGS Box Folder

Changing Patterns in the Distribution of the National Income, July 1950 1 1

A Critical Survey of the Councilmanic Committee Inquiry into the
Operations of the Board of Revision of Taxes of Philadelphia," 1953 

1 2

The Determination of Reasonable Market Prices of Speculative
Investments, January 3, 1930 

1 3

Economics 9: Interpretation of Proposals for Post-War Monetary
Stabilization, n.d. 

1 4

Getting Something for Nothing, January 1940 1 5

Inadequacy of Actual Selling Price of Real Estate as Evidence of Fair
Present Value for Purposes of Taxation," March 1930 

1 6

The Multiplier Concept, n.d. 1 7

Municipal Borrowing Power, Debts, and Unemployment, 1936 1 8

Need We Fear Russia's Economic Strength?, n.d. 1 9

Observations on Present Day Soviet Russia, November 1935 1 10

Post-War International Collaboration, January 24, 1944 1 11

Real Estate Assessor's Manual, 1933 1 12

Reconstructing our Post-War Economy, July 1945 1 13

http://www.archives.upenn.edu/home/protocols.html
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The Right Approach to Securing Equitable Property Assessments, 1930 1 14

Russia's Economy Under the Soviets by N. Prokopovicz, translated by
Karl Scholz, n.d. 

1 15

The Soviet Economy, 1950 1 16

Stabilizing Municipal Borrowing Power, n.d. 1 17

Toward an Understanding of Our Economic Machine, n.d. 

Chapter III: The Objective 1 18

Chapter IV: Production 1 19

Chapter V: Production: Nature's Gifts to Man 1 20

Chapter VI: Production. Capital Funds and Capital Goods. 1 21

Chapter VII: Functions of Business 1 22

Chapter VIII: The Lubricant 1 23

Chapter IX: Marketing 1 24

Chapter X: Exchange Transactions. Prices 1 25

Chapter XI: Distributing the Product of our Economic Machine 1 26

Chapter XII: Payments for the Services of Labor in Production 1 27

Transitions in the Exercise of Power, July 1943 1 28

 

CLIPPINGS AND INVITATIONS Box Folder

Invitation to Annual Management Conference, October 23-24, 1952 1 29

Newspaper clippings on personal finance, 1952 1 30

 

CORRESPONDENCE Box Folder

1937-1952 1 31

 

PRINTED SURVEYS, REPORTS, AND ADDRESSES Box Folder
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Annual Survey: Accidental Health Coverage in the United States 1 32

Department of Commerce Survey of Current Business Report,
September 12, 1952 

1 33

Dramaturgische Gesellschaft, typed manuscript, 1963 1 34

Kiplinger Washington Letter, September 13, 1952 1 35

Opening of the Bechstein Germanic Library, Addresses, 1896 1 36

 

RESEARCH DRAFTS AND NOTES Box Folder

"Declaration of Interdependence," Draft of December 9, 1952 1 37

Proposed amendment to Pennsylvania state constitution 1 38

Hand-written notes, rough drafts 1 39


