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PROVENANCE

Gift of Gottfried Meyerhof, March 1987 and January 1992.

ARRANGEMENT

The papers of Otto Meyerhof are organizedin five seriesand include L ettersto Gottfried Meyerhof,
1934-1951; Correspondence with American Scientists, 1941-1951; Correspondence with European
Scientists, 1943-1951; Professiona papers, 1913-1951; and Persona papers, 1900-1980. The
lettersto Gottfried Meyerhof are arranged in reverse chronol ogical order while the correspondence
with American and European scientists are arranged alphabetically. The principles of provenance
were followed in organizing these series. Because many of the European scientists ultimately
transplanted their careers to the United States as aresult of World War 11, it is advisable to check
both series for a particular scientist.

Access is granted in accordance with the "Protocols for the University Archives and Records
Center," 1990.


http://www.archives.upenn.edu/home/protocols.html
http://www.archives.upenn.edu/home/protocols.html
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Otto Meyerhof wasbornin Hanover on April 12, 1884, the son of Felix and BettinaMay Meyerhof.
Meyerhof earned hisM.D. from the University of Heidelberg in 1909. He joined the medical clinic
of Ludolf Krehl and while there was influenced by Otto Warburg to turn his attention and interest
from psychology and philosophy to cellular physiology. From 1909 to 1911 he worked at the
zoological station at Naples. Meyerhof accepted an appointment at the institute of physiology at
the University of Kiel in 1912 becoming a lecturer in 1913 and associate professor in 1918. In
1924 he was appointed a member of the Kaiser Wilhelm Institute of Biology and in 1929 became
the director of the department of physiology at the Kaiser Wilhelm Institute for Medical Research.
In 1938, Meyerhof began his migration away from Nazi Germany, ultimately, with the aid of the
Rockefeller Foundation, emigrating to the United States in 1940. He accepted a position at the
University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine as professor of biochemistry. He remained with
the University until his death in 1951.

Meyerhof first conducted experiments on the energy changesin cellular respiration. This research
led to discoveries on lactic acid and itsrelation to muscular energy. In 1923, heand A.V. Hill won
the Nobel Peace prize for their important discoveries on thistopic. In 1925 Meyerhof successfully
extracted the enzymes that convert glycogen to lactic acid from the muscle. Subsequent research
confirmed work done by Gustav Embden in 1933, and together they are credited with discovering
the Embden-Meyerhof pathway -- the pathway involved in the conversion of glucoseto lactic acid.

Meyerhof was an honorary member of the Harvey Society, the Royal Society of London, and Sigma
Xi. In addition to his accomplishments in science, Meyerhof wrote poetry. He married Hedwig
Schallenberg. Together they had three children, Gottfried Meyerhof, Walter Erst Meyerhof, and
Mrs. Donald E. Emerson.

SCOPE AND CONTENT

This small but important collection documents a range of professional and personal activities of
Otto Meyerhof. Letters represent the bulk of the collection and these are divided by topic. Letters
from Otto Meyerhof to his son, Gottfried Meyerhof, written in English and in German, are rich
in details of daily life including his professional interests as well as his travels through Europe as
he fled Nazism. The correspondence with American and European scientist overlap somewhat and
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cover arange issues. There is information and advice on scientific experiments as well as letters
of recommendation for colleagues escaping Germany during World War 1.

Correspondents include E. Elisabeth Blencke, F.L. Breusch, Carl F. Cori, H.J. Deuticke, M.
Dubuisson, Encyclopedia Hebraica, Hermann O.L. Fischer, L. Genevois, Walter Guttman, A.
Szent Gyorgyi, Otto Hahn, A.V. Hill, W. Kiesdling, Richard Kuhn, Julius Kraft, M.V. Laue,
Rudolph Landenburg, Fritz A. Lippman, Herman Mark, Karl Mechlenberg, Gottfried Meyerhof,
A.V. Murat, David Nachmansohn, Hans Nachod, Severo Ochoa, Paul Ohlmeyer, George Sarton,
Walter Schultz, Harlow Shapely, R. Siebeck, F.W. Spemann, Arthur Vandyk, George Wald, Otto
Warburg, Hans Weber, and D. Wright Wilson.

Thereisasmall group of professional papers including information on the Emergency Society of
German Scholars in Exile, alisting of his experiments from 1913 to 1938, articles and reprints,
and Metabolism and Function , a collection of essays dedicated to Otto Meyerhof in 1950.
Personal items such as poetry, photographs, memorials, clippings, and hisfinal diary finish out the
collection.

CONTROLLED ACCESSHEADINGS

Corporate Name(s)

» Emergency Society of German Scholarsin Exile.
» Encyclopaedia Hebraica.
* University of Pennsylvania. School of Medicine.

Genre(s)

* Poetry.

Per sonal Name(s)

* Blencke, E. Elisabeth.
* Breusch, F. L.



Cori, C. F., (Carl Ferdinand), 1896-1984
Deuticke, H. J.

Dubuisson, Marcel.

Fischer, Hermann O. L.

Genevois, Louis.

Guttmann, Walter, b 1873

Hahn, Otto.

Hill, A. V., (Archibald Vivian), 1886-
Kiessling, Wilhelm.

Kraft, Julius, 1898-1960

Kuhn, Richard, 1900-1967
Landenburg, Rudol ph.

Laue, Max von, 1879-1960

Lippman, Fritz.

Mark, H. F., (Herman Francis), 1895-1992

Mechlenberg, Karl.

Meyerhof, George Geoffry.

Muralt, Alexander von, 1903-1990
Nachmansohn, David, 1899-1983
Nachod, Hans, 1885-1958

Ochoa, Severo, 1905-1993
Ohlmeyer, Paul.

Sarton, George, 1884-1956
Schulz, Walter.

Shapely, Harlow.

Siebeck, Richard, 1883-1965
Spemann, Friedrich Wilhelm.
Svent-Gyorgi, Albert,, 1893-1986
Vandyk, Arthur.

Wald, George.

Warburg, Otto Heinrich, 1883-1970
Weber, Hans Hermann, 1896-1974
Wilson, D. Wright

Subject(s)

Cell interaction.
Nobel Prizes.
Physiol ogy--Research--Germany.

Physiol ogy--Research--Pennsylvania--Philadel phia.
World War, 1939-1945--Evacuation of civilians.
World War, 1939-1945--Personal narratives, Jewish.
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Accessis granted in accordance with the Protocols for the University Archives and Records Center.

INVENTORY
LETTERS TO GOFFRIED MEYERHOF Box Folder
1950-1951 1 1
1948-1949 1 2
1946-1947 1 3
1944-1945 1 4
1942-1943 1 5
1940-1941 1 6
1938-1939 1 7
1936-1937 1 8
1934-1935 1 9
CORRESPONDENCE WITH AMERICAN SCIENTISTS Box Folder
A-B, 1946-1951 1 10
C-E, 1946-1948 1 11
F, 1941-1951 1 12
G, 1945-1949 1 13
H-J, 1949 1 14


http://www.archives.upenn.edu/home/protocols.html

K-L, 1947-1951
M, 1945-1951
N-O, 1941-1951
P-R, 1940-1950
ST, 1941-1949
U, 1947-1950
W-Z, 1947-1951

Multiple senders and unidentified, 1947-1951

CORRESPONDENCE WITH EUROPEAN SCIENTISTS

A-C, 1945-1951
D-E, 1946-1949
F-G, 1945-1950
H-J, 1945-1951
K-L, 1945-1951
M, 1945-1951
N, 1950

O, 1945-1951
P, 1944-1949
Q-R, 1945-1951
S, 1946-1951
T-U, 1949-1950
V, 1943-1949
W-Z, 1946-1951

Multiple senders and unidentified, 1946-1950
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1 15
1 16
1 17
1 18
1 19
1 20
1 21
1 22
Box Folder
1 23
1 24
1 25
1 26
1 27
1 28
1 29
1 30
1 31
1 32
1 33
1 34
1 35
1 36
1 37
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PROFESSIONAL Box Folder
Emergency Society of German Scholarsin Exile, 1945-1946 1 38
Experiments, 1913-1938 1 39
Articles and reprints, n.d. 1 40
Third party abstracts and articles, 1933-1947 1 41
Metabolism and Function -- Dedicated to Otto Meyerhof, 1950 1 42
PERSONAL Box Folder
Poetry / Writings, 1900-1947 1 43
Speech, Anniversary Dinner, 1943 1 44
Diary, 1950 1 45
Photographic prints, 1919-1948 1 46
Memorials, 1951-1980, n.d. 1 47
Publications re Nobel Peace Prize, 1923-1931 1 48
Clippings, 1937-1963 1 49



